Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional #21
                *PRAYER REQUESTS*    *(indicates new) 
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Arletta Thomas, (Hosp); *Deb Perkins, (Corrine Heinbaugh’s daughter); *Barbara Lauver,  (Home); Gerry Wiest; Ellie Baker, (daughter of Ken & Judy Baker, Jane Baker’s granddaughter); Neva Cichy; Janette & Dennis Leitzel; Gary Fetterhoff; Sue Maichle; Donna Motter; Hannah Gonder, (Leon/Diane Shaffer’s granddaughter); Kayla Gonder; Dennis Croutharmel; Marissa Faust; Aaron Herb; Gail Shertzer; Mary Cooke; Gary Miller; Carol Cooper; Hope Byerly; Jane Baker; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sophia, Ben & Sarah Heinbaugh; Carole Fetterhoff, Randy Pomeroy; Lori Graeff;  Kelly Richter; Deanna McNair; Glen Hale; Kelly Shutt; Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Rob; Naomi Patrick; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Seth D; Jacob Castellani; Stan/Loretta Brown; Cammie/Raymond Enders; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Hilda Baker; Karen Saul; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Katy Campbell; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Jim Zeigler; Janelle Miller; Ellen Snyder; James Eisenhard; Janet Flowers; Ruth Boyer; Kelly Malave; Henry Hassinger; Phyllis McCleaf; Sue Miller; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Earl Zartman; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Betty Sweigard; Justin Hoffman
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; June and Greg Gelnett; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Lamar Ressler 
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name who we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep prayer list accurate, we will keep people on prayer list for 60 days unless we receive a phone call or email update to keep them on the list from person who put person on prayer list.
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                                  MAY 29, 2022
     Seventh Sunday of Easter
   Memorial Sunday 
Rev. Kristine Heckard - Guest Pastor 
                      The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
        3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
       Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

                                  Church Office (717-896-3118)           

   Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
      Valleys new email!  valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Guest Pastor
Hymnal Technician, Bridget Campbell
Video Technician, Seth Guertin
May 22, 2022 - Worship, 10:15AM
Seventh Sunday of Easter - Memorial Sunday 
          Hymns are in the (RED) HYMNAL for Worship & Celebration            unless otherwise noted.  (*Please stand as you are able)
   Prelude    
Announcements, Call to Worship                            Ed Dobbin                                  
Call to Worship: (Responsively)                                    
L:  Let the people of God gather this day in praise and thanksgiving!
P:  For we were once lost and without hope, but in Christ we found life.
      L:  Christ can change the darkest heart and heal wounds we cannot mend.
P:  Christ is the first and the last, and in Christ is our salvation
L:  Let us celebrate and give praise to Almighty God who redeemed us all.
 ALL:  Blessed be the name of the Lord!
 
*Hymn -   “If My People’s Hearts are Humbled”     Page 574 
*Invocation                                                                Pastor                    
Almighty God, we come before you to give you our praise.  Come dwell in our presence and make your face shine upon us.  Our ears have been opened and we listen attentively for your word, which brings wisdom and instruction for our lives.  We wait expectantly to confess anew our allegiance in faith.  May your face shine upon us, O God, and may you be pleased with our worship.  In Christ Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Scripture Readings *indicates sermon text
Psalm 97:1-12  (Responsively)                      (See Insert) Pastor

N. Test.: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21 (See Insert) Norine Goss                         
Gospel: John 17:20-26                                  (See Insert) Ken Bechtel  
Hymn -                 “Only Trust Him”                         Page 330
Scripture: * N. Test.:  Acts 16:16-34           (See Insert) Pastor   
Message:             “Keep the Faith”        Rev. Kristine Heckard
Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)        Pastor
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn -           “God of Our Fathers”               Page 573
*Benediction                                                        Pastor
May God fill you with joy and peace.  Live by the power of the Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”            Pastor
Response: “And also with you.”                               Congregation

“Go now in peace.”                                                  Pastor


Post-Service Music 
Worship Service: We welcome you today May 29th the Seventh Sunday of Easter and Memorial Sunday! Masks are not required but are encouraged if anyone feels vulnerable. Social distancing is not required but please do so if you feel more comfortable. Hand sanitizer and masks are available if you are at all concerned about safety. We also encourage you to use your best judgment if you are at all sick to remain home until you are better. Thank you. 
Please put your offering in the basket. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
WE WELCOME AND THANK Pastor Kris Heckard, for worshipping with us and being our Guest Pastor today May 29th! 
                                  CHURCH CALENDAR 
          
May 29 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Rev. Kristine Heckard, Guest Pastor
June   5 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online - Pastor Ron Reitz, Guest Speaker 
June 12 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys
                10:15AM - In-Person Worship Service or Online -

               Pastor Shawn Bentley, Guest Speaker

PLEASE RETURN YOUR LIFELINE BABY BOTTLE by Sunday May 29th so Marie can return them to Lifeline Pregnancy Center.  
LAY READERS: May 29 - Norine Goss, Ken Bechtel; June 5 - Bridget Campbell, Ed Berra. If you cannot read scripture on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: May 29 - Marie Herb; June 5 - Sharon Fetterhoff. If you cannot teach on your Sunday, please inform Dave Novinger or the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers has increased to $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services. 
Attendance: 
In-person worship for May 22 was 39. 

Face book views for May 22 as of May 25 were 34.
Face Book views for May 15 as of May 25 were 55.
SEARCH COMMITTEE: We are looking for people to be on the Search Committee for a new pastor. Please prayfully consider being part of the search committee. Contact Dave Novinger if you are interested on being on the search committee or have questions. 

MISSION OFFERING donations (May thru August) go to “Back to School Project” (Please put it in weekly envelopes marked “Missions”.)

GIANT GIFT CARDS may be purchased through church office.
1ST SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 97:1-12 (Responsive) (NLT)
1 The Lord is king!  Let the earth rejoice!
    Let the farthest coastlands be glad.
2 Dark clouds surround him.
    Righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.
3 Fire spreads ahead of him and burns up all his foes.
4 His lightning flashes out across the world.
    The earth sees and trembles.
5 The mountains melt like wax before the Lord,
    before the Lord of all the earth.
6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness;
    every nation sees his glory.
7 Those who worship idols are disgraced—
    all who brag about their worthless gods—
    for every god must bow to him.
8 Jerusalem has heard and rejoiced,
    and all the towns of Judah are glad
    because of your justice, O Lord!
9 For you, O Lord, are supreme over all the earth;
    you are exalted far above all gods.
10 You who love the Lord, hate evil!                                                                                                     

 He protects the lives of his godly people                                                                                                                   and rescues them from the power of the wicked.
11 Light shines on the godly,
    and joy on those whose hearts are right.
12 May all who are godly rejoice in the Lord
    and praise his holy name!
2ND Scripture Reading-N.T.-Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 
 20-21 (NLT)
12 “Look, I am coming soon, bringing my reward with me to repay all people according to their deeds. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.” 14 Blessed are those who wash their robes. They will be permitted to enter through the gates of the city and eat the fruit from the tree of life. 16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this message for the churches. I am both the source of David and the heir to his throne. I am the bright morning star.” 17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” Let anyone who hears this say, 
 “Come.” Let anyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who desires drink freely from the water of life. 20 He who is the faithful witness to all these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon!”Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 21 May the grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s holy people.
3RD Reading - Gospel - John 17:20-26  (NLT)
20 “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message. 21 I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me. 22 “I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we are one. 23 I am in them and you are in me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love me. 24 Father, I want these whom you have given me to be with me where I am. Then they can see all the glory you gave me because you loved me even before the world began! 25 “O righteous Father, the world doesn’t know you, but I do; and these disciples know you sent me. 26 I have revealed you to them, and I will continue to do so. Then your love for me will be in them, and I will be in them.”
*4th Reading Sermon Text - N. Test. - Acts 16-34 (NLT )  
16 One day as we were going down to the place of prayer, we met a slave girl who had a spirit that enabled her to tell the future. She earned a lot of money for her masters by telling fortunes. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, and they have come to tell you how to be saved.” 18 This went on day after day until Paul got so exasperated that he turned and said to the demon within her, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And instantly it left her. 19 Her masters’ hopes of wealth were now shattered, so they grabbed Paul and Silas and dragged them before the authorities at the marketplace. 20 “The whole city is in an uproar because of these Jews!” they shouted to the city 
21 “They are teaching customs that are illegal for us Romans to practice.” 22 A mob quickly formed against Paul and 
Silas, and the city officials ordered them stripped and beaten with wooden rods. 23 They were severely beaten, and then they were thrown into prison. The jailer was ordered to make sure they didn’t escape. 24 So the jailer put them into the inner dungeon and clamped their feet in the stocks. 25 Around midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening. 26 Suddenly, there was a massive earthquake, and the prison was shaken to its foundations. All the doors immediately flew open, and the chains of every prisoner fell off! 27 The jailer woke up to see the prison doors wide open. He assumed the prisoners had escaped, so he drew his sword to kill himself. 28 But Paul shouted to him, “Stop! Don’t kill yourself! We are all here!” 29 The jailer called for lights and ran to the dungeon and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, along with everyone in your household.” 32 And they shared the word of the Lord with him and with all who lived in his household. 

33 Even at that hour of the night, the jailer cared for them and washed their wounds. Then he and everyone in his household were immediately baptized. 34 He brought them into his house and set a meal before them, and he and his entire household rejoiced because they all believed in God.
Reader: “The Word of God for the people of God.”
People: “Praise be to God!”
______________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

ZUMBA - No Zumba May 30 (Memorial Day), They will not meet again until September after Labor Day.

History of hymn God of Our Fathers 

         "God of Our Fathers" is a 19th-century American Christian hymn, written in 1876 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the United States Declaration of Independence by Daniel C. Roberts, (1841-1907), a priest in the Protestant Episcopal Church, he served as rector of St. Thomas & Grace Episcopal churches in Brandon, Vermont, Massachusetts, and Concord, N. H., where he served St. Paul’s Church for 29 years. Roberts had served in the American Civil War in the 84th Ohio Infantry.

          Roberts wrote this hymn for the little town of Brandon, Vermont’s celebration of the hundredth anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. They sang it to a tune called “Russian Hymn.”  Some years later Roberts submitted this hymn anonymously for consideration to the Episcopal Church for the new hymnal they decided to publish. He was surprised when the committee elected to include it in the hymnal, and at that time made his name known. The hymnal was published in 1892.  While the hymnal was still in process, the nation was preparing to celebrate the centennial of the adoption of the U. S. Constitution. George William Warren (1828-1902), organist for St. Thomas Episcopal Church in New York City, was one of the people involved in those preparations, became aware of this hymn because of his work with the hymnal project. The planners for the national celebration decided to adopt the hymn for official use, but could not tolerate using a hymn sung to a tune called “Russian Hymn” for their national celebration. Warren was asked to write a new tune and he wrote the tune “National Hymn” that we use with this hymn today. The hymn became widely known because of the national celebration and most new hymnals included this hymn. “God of Our Fathers” communicates a feeling of patriotism and honors the greatness of God.  The lyrics ask God to continue to guide and protect us as He has done in the past. The new music called “National Hymn” written by Warren was obvious in its ability to call to mind feelings of patriotism. Hymnologist Albert Bailey says of this tune” “It is this music with its melodramatic trumpet calls that helped bring the hymn to public attention.” 
      This hymn’s stirring lyrics and majestic tune represent, albeit subtly, the common 19th-century assumption of Manifest Destiny: God will lead us from the war and pestilence of our earlier captivity to the freedom and light of peace. In 1901, Roberts modestly wrote, “I remain a country parson, known only within my own small world.” In reference to his one significant literary work, he noted, “My little hymn has thus had a very flattering official recognition. But that which would really gladden my heart, popular recognition, it has not received.” Before his death in 1907 he was awarded several honors including the Doctor of Divinity by Norwich University.
1st Hymn: “If My People’s Hearts Are Humbled”  BEECHER (Page 274 in red hymnal)

Claire Cloninger | John Zundel  CCLI Song # 96123 CCLI License # 2572107
© Words: 1986 Curb Word Music (Admin. by WC Music Corp.)

Music: Public Domain

Verse 1  If My people's hearts are humbled
If they pray and seek My face
If they turn away from evil
I will not withhold My grace
I will hear their prayers from heaven
I will pardon every sin
If My people's hearts are humbled
I will surely heal their land

Verse 2  Then My eyes will see their sorrow
Then My ears will hear their plea
If My people's hearts are humbled
I will set their nation free
If My people's hearts are humbled
If they pray and seek My face
If they turn away from evil
I will not withhold My grace
 Link for hymn: “If My People’s Hearts Are Humbled”  
(Pg. 274 in Red Hymnal)
       https://youtu.be/Gk0jEZrlSpA?t=4 
 https://youtu.be/Pd50OZoyXo8?t=1  (singing & words)

_________________________________________________

WE ARE WORKING ON SUPPLY PASTORS FOR JUNE.
          June   5 - Pastor Ron Reitz
    June 12 - Pastor Shawn Bentley

    June 19 - To be announced

    June 26 - To be announced
2nd Hymn: “Only Trust Him (Come Every Soul)” (MINERVA)  
(Pg. 330 in Red Hymnal)
John Hart Stockton     Public Domain 
CCLI Song # 23134 CCLI License # 2572107
Verse 1  
Come ev'ry soul by sin oppressed
There's mercy with the Lord
And He will surely give you rest
By trusting in His Word                Chorus
Chorus

Only trust Him only trust Him only trust Him now
He will save you He will save you
He will save you now

Verse 2  
For Jesus shed His precious blood
Rich blessings to bestow
Plunge now into the crimson flood
That washes white as snow            Chorus
Verse 3  
Yes Jesus is the truth the way
That leads you into rest
Believe in Him without delay
And you are fully blest                   Chorus
Link to Hymn “Only Trust Him” (Pg 330)

https://youtu.be/BIzofRPPrjY 

FREE TAKEOUT COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday June 14, 2022, pick up meals between 5:30-6:30PM. Menu: Campfire Bundles (Meatballs, carrots, celery, potatoes), salad (Choice of French or Ranch or Italian dressing), fruit salad, dessert (Choice of Choc cake w/PB or Choc cake w/white or Yellow cake w/white or Yellow cake w/choc). Meals must be reserved by Thurs. June 9th. Please see signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

3rd Hymn: “God Of Our Fathers” (National Hymn) ((Pg. 297) 
 Daniel Crane Roberts | George William Warren  Public Domain

CCLI Song # 89006 CLI License # 2572107

Verse 1  God of our fathers whose Almighty hand
Leads forth in beauty all the starry band
Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies
Our grateful songs before Thy throne arise
Verse 2

Thy love divine hath led us in the past
In this free land by Thee our lot is cast
Be Thou our Ruler Guardian Guide and Stay
Thy word our law Thy paths our chosen way

Verse 3

From war's alarms from deadly pestilence
Be Thy strong arm our ever sure defense
Thy true religion in our hearts increase
Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace

Verse 4

Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way
Lead us from night to never ending day
Fill all our lives with love and grace divine
And glory laud and praise be ever Thine

Link to hymn: “God of our Fathers” (Pg. 573)
https://youtu.be/BD_k6BRMsEw 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
                           MEMORIAL DAY HISTORY        

 More than 150 years ago, Memorial Day took shape amid the backdrop of the U.S. Civil War. Before it ended, women began decorating the graves of fallen soldiers. In 1868, when May 30 was designated as Decoration Day, loved ones placed flowers on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers alike. By 1882, Decoration Day became known as Memorial Day, and soldiers who died in other wars were honored too. Over time, it became a day to remember all loved ones who have died — in war and otherwise. In 1971, Congress declared Memorial Day a national holiday to be observed on the last Monday in May. On Memorial Day, we pause to remember people who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country and for our freedom. We also pray for those who continue serving, especially those in harm’s way. 
History of Hymn “Only Trust Him”  MINERVA (Pg. 330)

    This hymn, like many others of this era, owes it recognition and appearance in current hymnals to the revivals of Dwight L. Moody (1837-1899) and Ira D. Sankey (1840-1908). Stirring invitation hymns were an essential part of the revival experience. Following the powerful sermons of the evangelist Dwight Moody, the hymn that followed became the vehicle that allowed those in attendance to respond. The text needed to be straightforward, but not trite. The music should be simple, but avoid cliché. The refrain especially should attempt to speak directly to the heart and invite a response to the gospel message.

     "Only Trust Him" by Methodist Episcopal Church minister John H. Stockton (1813-1877) fulfilled many of these criteria, at least for those who sang it originally. Stockton worked with Moody and Sankey in their Philadelphia meetings in 1874, writing several songs for use in the revivals. These were published in Salvation Melodies, No. 1 (1874) and Precious Songs (1875). Hymnologist Paul A. Richardson traces this song, however, to an earlier source, J. E. Knapp's Notes of Joy for the Sabbath School (1869). Originally in five stanzas, four have been maintained in most current hymnals.

       Stockton, raised as a Presbyterian, was converted to Methodism in a camp meeting at age 21. After becoming a licensed preacher in 1844, he became a full member of the New Jersey Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1857. His active ministry was cut short by illness in 1874, and he died in 1877. Of his many hymns, this one is the only one that has continued in use to this day.

Words: John Hart Stockton (b. Apr. 19, 1813 d. Mar. 25, 1877)

Music: Stockton, by John Hart Stockton Refrain by Ira David Sankey (b. Aug. 28, 1840 d. Aug. 13, 1908)

[image: image2.emf]

As we gather with family and friends on Memorial Day,

may we remember those who gave their lives for their country and for our freedom.
History of hymn “If My People’s Hearts Are Humbled” 

  BEECHER  (Pg. 574)
     Claire Cloninger (Aug. 12, 1942-Aug. 15, 2019) grew up in Lafayette Louisiana  and married the love of her life, Robert A. “Spike” Cloninger in 1963, mother of their two sons and grandmother to their nine grandchildren, and was a prolific American Christian author and songwriter of hundreds of Christian songs including Wayne Watson's "Friend of a Wounded Heart," Paul Overstreet's "Heroes," Don Moen's "I Offer My Life" and Sandi Patty's "It's Your Song Lord."  Cloninger was commissioned by the National Statue of Liberty Centennial Committee to write a new second verse for the "Star Spangled Banner," which was recorded by Sandi Patti.  

       As a lyricist, Cloninger shared in six Dove Awards given by the Gospel Music Association, shared musical of the year honors four times, most recently for “Grace that Amazes” in 2006 and shared in the 1998 musical  album award for “A Son! A Savior!” and shared the 1989 Dove Award for song of the year with Wayne Watson for “Friend of a Wounded Heart.”   

        “If My People’s Hearts Are Humbled”, a traditional hymn, is dated 1986 and is based on 2nd Chronicles 7:14-15: ‘If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and heal their land. Now my eyes will be open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place.’ Stanza 2 paraphrases some of verse 15.   

       It first appeared in The Hymnal For Worship and Celebration (1986), set to BEECHER (LOVE DIVINE) by John Zundel organist, composer, arranger and strict, old-fashioned teacher (Dec. 10, 1815-May 21, 1882).  John Zumdel’s BEECHER (named after Henry Ward Beecher, his pastor) was first published in his Christian Heart Songs (1870) as a setting for Charles Wesley’s “Love Divine, All Love’s Excelling” (568). The tune is also known as ZUNDEL.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
3682 Peters Mountain Road (Physical address), P. O. Box H (Mailing address), Halifax, PA  17032

Office: (717)-896-3118       Fax : (717)-896-9038        

                Email: valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com    Website: ValleysEcc.Org

Weekly Devotional #21         May 29, 2022             “Keep the Faith”

              Seventh Sunday of Easter - Memorial Sunday

   Rev. Kristine Heckard is Guest Speaker at Valleys this Sunday May 29th. Pastor Kris did the Meditation. We pray this devotion will bring you closer to God.
        Take a minute or two for silent prayer to come before God.

Call to Worship:                                   

L:  Let the people of God gather this day in praise and thanksgiving!
P:  For we were once lost and without hope, but in Christ we found life.
L:  Christ can change the darkest heart and heal wounds we cannot mend.
P:  Christ is the first and the last, and in Christ is our salvation.
L:  Let us celebrate and give praise to Almighty God who redeemed us all.
ALL:   Blessed be the name of the Lord!
Invocation:

Almighty God, we come before you to give you our praise.  Come dwell in our presence and make your face shine upon us.  Our ears have been opened and we listen attentively for your word, which brings wisdom and instruction for our lives.  We wait expectantly to confess anew our allegiance in faith.  May your face shine upon us, O God, and may you be pleased with our worship.  In Christ Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Readings: *indicates sermon text

Responsive: Psalm 67:1-2, 4-7

New Testament: Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21

Gospel: John 17:20-26

*Sermon Text - New Testament: Acts 16:16-34

Meditation:  “Keep the Faith”

Today in the book of Acts we are reminded of 2 men who I refer to as soldiers, but a different kind of soldier.  I think of them as soldiers of the cross.  They fought not with swords or weapons; they fought with words proclaiming their faith in Jesus Christ.  Paul and Silas were their names.


Paul and Silas ended up in prison because they were being followed by a female slave possessed by a demon spirit.  She earned money for her owners by fortune telling.  Even though she was stating truths regarding Paul and Silas and others with them, Paul did not want to be associated with this demon possessed spirit. He was getting annoyed and irritated with her constant interruptions so in the Name of Jesus Christ He cast the spirit from her.


Her owners were angry because they lost their ability to make money using the female slave to predict fortunes.  So they grabbed Paul and Silas and brought them before the authorities claiming they were Jews and advocating customs unlawful for Romans.  They were stripped, beaten with rods many times and they were thrown into the inner chamber of the prison, where their feet were chained and put in stocks.  It was probably very dark and dirty, and infested with rodents and other critters.  If you’ve ever visited old historical jail cells, you can probably get a picture of what it would have been like - very dark, cold, damp and dirty.


Even though their feet were shackled and they had been beaten with their backs lacerated from the rods they were still able to give a strong testimony to the wonderful grace and power of God.  First, they prayed, probably asking for strength to help them in bodily and spiritual strength, to help them to forgive those who were prosecuting them, and, knowing how Paul sees things, praying that God would use their suffering to reach others for Christ.  Paul believed that even when we are being persecuted for the sake of the gospel, God will use us in a powerful way to witness to those both near and far. 


So, first they prayed and then they started singing and praising God.  This is a remarkable picture.  Their prayers and praise in such a bad situation caused those around them to take notice and listen to them.  Think about it – wouldn’t you take notice?  Wouldn’t you listen?


We all know that God moves in mysterious ways.  We know that God can move in our lives in the midst of tragedy, or in an event in someone’s life, or in the death of a loved one, or through the inspiration of the Gospel.  God moves to prepare souls for salvation.  And here in this Roman prison that is exactly what God was doing.   Something miraculous happens.  God acts and an earthquake shakes the ground beneath them and the chains break loose and the doors fly open!  Everyone’s chains in the whole prison break loose!  Everyone is set free to go!  But look what happens.  They don’t go anywhere.


Now Roman law required jailers to take personal responsibility for prisoners. The penalty for allowing prisoners to escape was death and the jailer drew his sword to kill himself.  It was dark and Paul couldn’t see what was happening, but he knew Roman law and he sensed the jailer was about to kill himself and he shouted out, “Don’t harm yourself, we are all here.”  The jailer heard Paul and he knew Paul and Silas could have escaped but they chose to stay in prison.  That jailer came to realize there was something different about these men and he wanted a piece of whatever they had.  


So, the jailer cried out, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”                       The answer:  They said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved, you and your household.”  It says, they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all in his house- hold.”


I can only imagine what was said.  Paul probably told them about his own conversion, how he also was a persecutor of Christians.  How the Lord came to him one day.  How he lost his sight and then was given new sight and how he was saved from his past and given a new life and now set free to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Their Response:  The jailer fed Paul and Silas and washed their wounds and immediately he and his whole household became believers and were baptized.


God can and will move powerfully in our lives when we surrender our suffering to Him knowing that He will use those bad situations to work out his plan.  And when we are able to surrender, God sets us free.  He loosens our feet from the stocks and opens the prison doors.

The world is watching us and judging us.  Yes, they are – they are watching and listening.  They look to see how we will act in a bad situation.  I think Covid is a good example.  Covid was and still is a big challenge for the church.  We had to learn new ways of being the church.  Do we worship together in our church building or do we worship alone in our homes?  Do we wear masks or do we not wear masks?  Do we sing or refrain from singing?  And how in the world do we record or video our worship service and send it out to our people?  This was extremely challenging for churches that were not tech savvy.  And while it was necessary for us to take the needed safety precautions and alter the way we do things, nothing could keep us from worshipping God, whether in church or in the privacy of our homes.  

Having faith and believing in Jesus is not about knowing a doctrine, or how many Bible verses you have memorized, or whether or not you are good enough.  It’s about a relationship.  It’s walking with Jesus and talking with him and opening your heart to him and trusting Him in the good and the bad times.

Paul and Silas had that kind of faith and they set a tremendous example for all of us to follow.   They knew God was working and using the bad situation for something good and as a result, the jailer was saved along with his family.


 Be strong in your faith!  What another sees in us in times of trouble can have a deep impact.

So . . .

· Keep the faith when you are feeling lonely and forgotten.

· Keep the faith when life treats you unfairly.

· Keep the faith when you are in your darkest moment.

· Keep the faith when you don’t think it can get any worse and the ground shakes beneath you.

· Keep the faith when your freedom is taken away from you because God through Jesus Christ sets us free breaking the chains and opening wide the doors setting us free.     Amen.

Prayers with the Lord’s Prayer: (sins; sinned)  

God of wonders, in many and various ways you speak to your people.  We give thanks and praise you that you speak to us through Jesus Christ, the eternal Word made flesh.  We give you thanks that that your Son, Jesus, paved the way for our salvation through suffering on behalf of all your people, and that He now sits at your right hand to intercede on our behalf when we pray.  Hear us, O God, as we intercede for sisters, brothers, and neighbors who are wounded and sick and long to be made whole.  

We pray for those who are sick,___________________.  Help them sense your healing power at work to ease their pain and protect them from anything that might weaken them further.  Bless doctors and nurses and all who support them as daily they minister to their needs.  May clinics, hospitals, and places of convalescence be sources of healing, giving hope to your people.  

We pray for those burdened with sorrow and grief,___________________.  Comfort and amaze them with the eternal presence of Christ their Savior who can wipe away all tears.  Give them patience to trust in the promise that you will never leave nor forsake us.

We pray for those who seek new beginnings, for whom Christ’s resurrection is assurance that their past is forgiven.  Lead them to Christ where they can be nourished and refreshed.

We pray for peace in our world.  While we live in a country where we have freedom to worship as we please; freedom of speech, freedom to own businesses, a home and land; in other countries it is quite the opposite.  People are oppressed and are losing their lives.  We pray for peace and healing that only God can give.

May we like Paul and Silas pray and sing our praise to you, O God, in spite of our circumstances.  Whether we are sick, or bereaved, or dealing with problems, or in danger, remind us of our calling to be a witness to all the world.  This Memorial Day weekend we remember and give thanks to those who gave their lives for our freedom and continue to fight for our freedom.  We pray that you would be gracious and protect them. 

We thank you God for those who have gone before us and passed their faith on to us.  We know that in you alone, true freedom is found.  Christ sacrificed His life so that we could live free.  May we live a life of joy as we see you at work in our lives each and every day.  We Pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . Our Father,  . . . Amen

Benediction:

May God fill you with joy and peace.  Live by the power of the Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen.
